
Reflections
The Croton-Harmon 
Board of Education has 
unanimously appointed 
John Griffiths, a 20-year 
educator, to the 
position of Assistant 
Superintendent of 
Schools, effective July 16.

“We are excited for Mr. Griffiths to join 
our Croton-Harmon leadership team,” said 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Deborah 
O’Connell. “His innovative thinking is a great 
fit.  He has experience using data to inform 
district decision-making and places a strong 
emphasis on the social emotional well-being of 
students, which is part of our district’s vision.”

Mr. Griffiths has worked in three Westchester 
and Putnam County school districts 
during his career, most recently as the K-8 
Principal of the charming Garrison Union 
Free School District for the past three 
years. In Garrison, he implemented a new 
literacy program, trained staff on Positive 
Behavioral Intervention and therapeutic crisis 
intervention, introduced a 1:1 computer device 
program, started a theater arts program, 
and secured grants that created educational 
orienteering maps of the school-owned 

Garrison School Forest. Garrison was awarded 
National Blue Ribbon School status in 2010.

Mr. Griffiths also served as Coordinator of 
Instructional Programs for three years in the 
Somers Central School District, where he led 
educators to bolster that district’s instructional 
strategies using technology, supervised and 
evaluated all teachers in the district’s fine 
and performing arts, inaugurated a K-12 
music festival, refined the district’s APPR 
implementation, and assisted with Somers’ 
preparations for the implementation of an 
International Baccalaureate Program.

He also served as Principal of the Somers 
Intermediate School for six years, where he 
oversaw all operations in a school of 850 
students, 67 teachers and 35 support staff. 
While there, he was awarded Administrator of 
the Year by the Westchester County School 
Music Association. 

During his 10-year career with the Pelham 
Union Free School District, Mr. Griffiths 
served as the district’s Staff Development 
Coordinator, Technology Learning 
Facilitator, and as an elementary classroom 
teacher.

His appointment followed a rigorous District 
search that included initial interviews, advisory 
committee interviews, and Board of Education 

interviews. The search advisory committee was 
made up of representatives including students, 
PTA members, and staff and bargaining unit 
members.

“I am so honored to be appointed as Croton’s 
next Assistant Superintendent,” said Mr. 
Griffiths. “The desire for growth and self-
improvement is something I always strive 
for in my personal and professional life. I 
am excited to be a part of an educational 
community that is well known for being 
reflective and thinking progressively on how 
education can best prepare our students for 
their futures. I can’t wait to join the team and 
be a part of this good work.”

Mr. Griffiths and his wife, Elaine, have five 
children spanning in ages from seven to 
20, covering the range of education from 
elementary school to college. 

Mr. Griffiths, who replaces Dr. O’Connell in 
the role of Assistant Superintendent, earned a 
bachelor’s degree in communication arts from 
Marist College, a master’s degree in education 
from Hunter College, and a master’s degree 
in administration and staff development from 
the College of New Rochelle. He is certified 
by New York State as school administrator/
supervisor, school district administrator, and 
in pre-K education, kindergarten education 
and grades 1-6 education. 
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Croton-Harmon’s Laurel Cardellichio Receives Fulbright Award
Congratulations to Croton-Harmon High 
School teacher Laurel Cardellichio, who has 
been offered a Fulbright Teachers for Global 
Classrooms grant from the U.S. Department 
of State and the J. William Fulbright Foreign 
Scholarship Board.

Ms. Cardellichio is one of only 76 U.S. citizens 
chosen to participate in the program in 2018-
19. Fulbright Teachers are able to travel abroad 

through the Fulbright Teachers for Global Classrooms Program and 
are selected on the basis of academic and professional achievement, as 
well as demonstrated leadership potential.

Ms. Cardellichio, who has been teaching for the past 25 years—the past 
13 years in Croton—says she is excited to participate in the year-long 
program, which focuses on global education. As part of her work, she 
will take an online class on global education in the fall and attend a 
Global Education Symposium at the end of February in Washington, 
DC. The highlight of the program will be spending two to three weeks 
abroad as a teacher.

Although she does not know which country she will be teaching in as of 
yet, Ms. Cardellichio hopes to travel to Brazil or Colombia. 

“I want to effectively teach students from different cultural backgrounds,” 
says Ms. Cardellichio, “and this program will provide me with the skills 
and field experience necessary to be globally literate educator.” 

Upon completion of her Fulbright experience, Ms. Cardellichio will 
produce a “global education guide,” which will serve as a resource for 
the Croton community for years to come.  

Ms. Cardellichio’s interest in global education is inspired by case 
studies from different countries that she and her students analyze in 
class. Her course covers many hot topics in environmental science 
including sustainable farming practices, renewable energy resources, and 
biodiversity conservation. 

For teachers and students of all academic backgrounds, the Fulbright 
Program provides an international educational exchange program 
designed to build relations between the people of the United States and 
the people of other countries to solve global challenges. The Fulbright 
Program is funded through an annual appropriation made by the U.S. 
Congress to the U.S. Department of State. Participating governments 
and host institutions, corporations, and foundations around the world 
also provide direct and indirect support to the Program, which operates 
in more than 160 countries worldwide.

continued on page 5
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The New Team at PVC
Michael Plotkin, Principal
Michael F. Plotkin was named over the spring 
as the new principal at Croton-Harmon’s Pierre 
Van Cortlandt Middle School. Mr. Plotkin, 
who has served as PVC’s Assistant Principal for 
the last decade, replaced Dr. Barbara Ulm, who 
retired at the end of the school year.

“The Board of Education is pleased to select  
Mr. Plotkin as PVC’s new principal, and we look 

forward to bringing his many ideas and plans to fruition as he builds 
on the sturdy framework that Dr. Ulm so carefully constructed 
during her years as principal,” said Iris Bugliosi, Board of Education 
President. 

Superintendent of Schools Edward R. Fuhrman, Jr., who also 
retired at the end of the school year, said that Mr. Plotkin would be 
the perfect choice to head up PVC.

“Mike is a middle-years expert who is child-centered. His passion 
and dedication will lead PVC forward.” said Dr. Fuhrman. “We are 
pleased to select him as the new principal.”

As assistant principal, Mr. Plotkin has worked with Dr. Ulm and the 
teaching staff at PVC to organize a grade 5-8 advisory committee 
that writes and updates the school’s curriculum, used SMART 
Goals and Frameworks for Teaching to direct his own professional 
growth and that of PVC teachers, implemented the school’s student-
centered recess program, and chaired the school’s Response to 
Intervention and Olweus Bullying Prevention committees.

He also created and implemented standards-based report cards with 
the help of the teaching staff, co-chaired the Campus Leadership 
Team in conjunction with the Culture of Respect program, and 
helped to design the framework for the district’s social-emotional 
curriculum. He actively collaborates with district leadership on 
the Strategic Coherence Plan and helped to orchestrate a student 
exchange program with a sister school in Shanghai, China.

“I am honored to have transitioned into the role of Principal of 
Pierre Van Cortlandt Middle School,” said Mr. Plotkin. “For 
the last decade, I have worked to create a middle school that 
puts learning and the social-emotional growth of students as its 
paramount function. I am dedicated and determined to build on 
these achievements and work with the community to ensure that 
our children have a great middle school experience. I am also 
thankful and humbled by the support I have received from this 
community and my colleagues.” 

Mr. Plotkin, who lives in Holmes, NY, earned a BA and an MA, 
both in history, from the City University of New York at Brooklyn 
College. He went on to the Columbia University Teachers College 
Future School Administrator’s Academy in 2005, where he earned 
certifications as a New York State School District Administrator 
and a New York State School Administrator/Supervision. 

He was recognized as Middle School Assistant Principal of the Year 
in 2015 by the School Administrators Association of New York 
State/National Association of Elementary School Principals. 

Before joining PVC in 2007, Mr. Plotkin served as a social studies 
teacher for six years at Chappaqua’s Horace Greeley High School, 
assistant principal for the Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES 
Regional Summer School, and a social studies teacher and administrative 
dean of students at James Madison High School in Brooklyn.

Lauren Scollins Named New 
PVC Assistant Principal
Lauren Habib Scollins was named over the 
summer as Assistant Principal at the Pierre Van 
Cortlandt Middle School, replacing Michael 
Plotkin, who was named Principal.

“We are excited to have Ms. Scollins join  
our administrative team,” said Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. Deborah O’Connell.  

“Ms. Scollins has a deep knowledge of curriculum, instruction  
and pedagogy that will support the rich learning environment  
at PVC.”

Ms. Scollins was a sixth-grade math and science teacher at PVC 
since September 2010, working closely with the math department 
to design and implement the “Math at Your Own Depth” teaching 
program, participating in a number of committees throughout the 
District, and serving on the Croton-Harmon Strategic Coherence 
Planning Committee. 

At PVC, she served as a grade level team leader and a mentor 
to new teachers and coordinated a grade-wide DARE program 
with the Croton’s local DARE officer. She has served as PVC’s 
science department curriculum coordinator, in which she assisted 
in grade level and department budget development, coordinated 
the District’s involvement in the village’s Earth Day initiative, and 
helped to organize the Science and Technology Fair. 

As a curriculum fellow and administrative intern, Ms. Scollins 
coordinated the summer reading, writing and math programs, 
designed year-long professional development aligned to District 
goals, and helped to redesign the PVC school schedule. She  
has served as PVC’s modified field hockey coach for the past  
three years. 

She also spent a year as a second-grade teacher in Croton-Harmon, 
and a year as a second-grade teacher in the South Colonie School 
District in Albany. 

Ms. Scollins earned a bachelor of science degree in childhood 
education from the College of Saint Rose, a master of arts in 
curriculum and teaching from Columbia University Teachers 
College, and is working on a professional diploma in educational 
leadership from Manhattanville College. She also spent a summer 
learning abroad at Lorenzo de Medici in Florence, Italy, where  
she took courses in Italian Art History and the History of  
Italian Gardens.

She is certified by New York State as a childhood educator. In 
2017, she was also named a National Board Certified Teacher.  
Ms. Scollins has also presented on science topics at the Lower 
Hudson Regional Information Center’s Tech Expo, the EDU  
Tech Expo, and at Pace University’s Middle School Methods 
summer classes. 

“I could not be more excited and honored to take this next step,” 
said Ms. Scollins. “Croton and PVC hold such a special place for 
me, I cannot wait to help lead PVC in our mission and vision to 
challenge all learners to be critical and creative thinkers. “

Ms. Scollins was selected after a rigorous search process involving 
input from students, parents, and staff.
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GRADUATIONS AND MOVING-UP CEREMONIES
Students throughout Croton-Harmon celebrated the beginning of 
summer and the end of school in a series of moving up ceremonies and 
graduations that looked fondly back on their years at our three schools.

Pierre Van Cortlandt Middle School eighth graders looked back fondly on 
their years at PVC on June 22, celebrated an adored teacher, principal 
and superintendent of schools, and officially moved up to high school at 
the PVC moving-up ceremony.

The event was packed with parents and family members under a 
beautiful tent festooned with flowers and filled with the sounds of the 
PVC jazz band, string orchestra and choir. It was also a bittersweet 
ceremony, with special gifts bestowed on two people who are retiring 
this year—Principal Dr. Barbara Ulm and longtime teacher Maureen 
Dillon, who has taught all subjects at PVC for the past 27 years. They 
received gifts and mementos, with the school’s new InDe Lab being 
named after Ms. Dillon, and a bench to be installed at the school’s new 
courtyard in the name of Dr. Ulm, who received an extended standing 
ovation from the audience.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Edward R. Fuhrman Jr., who also retired this 
year, addressed the PVC graduates by dispensing wisdom borrowed from 
“The Last Lecture” by Randy Pausch, a Carnegie Mellon professor who 
died of terminal cancer but wrote his book of advice before passing away.
Dr. Fuhrman said that his favorite quote from Pausch is: “Someone has to 
be the first penguin,” which, he explained, means that at least one penguin 
has to be brave enough to look into a section of water for food, even 
though it could fall victim to seals—which eat penguins.
“For the greater good, someone has to be the first penguin,” said  
Dr. Fuhrman. “Somebody has to be first. Make it you.”
Also speaking at the ceremony were Dr. Ulm, Board of Education 
President Iris Cross-Bugliosi, whose son Chris is a member of the 
class, and Class President Phoebe Turner, who recalled meaningful and 
hysterical highlights of the class’ first eight years together.

A packed house of proud parents attended the moving up ceremony 
June 21 of Carrie E. Tompkins’ 424 fourth-graders, the Class of 2024, 
celebrating their years at CET and looking forward to their move to PVC 
Middle School in the fall. 
The students were addressed by Principal Kelly Maloney, who noted that 
the class possesses qualities like helping others who are less fortunate, 
preventing food waste, reading Harry Potter, and speaking in “pig latin.”

“You are fun to be around,” she said. “I’ve seen you work on challenges 
together, I’ve seen you cheer each other up, I’ve seen you flossing in the 
halls.”

The class, she noted, took action throughout their years to help people in 
need, including holding a dance party to raise money for hurricane victims 
in Puerto Rico, and a walk to raise money for clean water. 

PVC

CET
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CELEBRATE THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

In a celebratory commencement on June 21, members of the Class of 
2018 at Croton-Harmon High School graduated in a ceremony that 
included words of advice and a performance from the CHHS version 
of “Hamilton.”
The 136 graduates, proceeded in the outdoor procession by the Local 
21 Pipes and Drums Corps, were dressed in the traditional colors 
of Croton Harmon—black and orange. The program was emceed by 
Senior Class President Dante Mancinelli, known for his theater chops.
Class valedictorian Cordelia Walz urged her fellow classmates to 
register to vote when they come of age. “Next year, most of us will be 
able to vote for the first time ever.”
“Young people consistently have the lowest voting numbers of any 
age group. But if we want our voices and opinions to be heard, if we 
want the government to reflect our ideals, we have to participate in our 
democracy.”
Salutatorian Hannah Smith also spoke, along with Principal Alan 
Capasso and former Superintendent of Schools Dr. Edward R. Fuhrman 
Jr. A handful of students also received awards for their 

annual CHOOSE projects, which require them to work outside of school 
on a project in which they display personal growth and an understanding 
of the world.

In his address, Mr. Capasso noted that of the 136 graduates, 113 of 
them had been together since kindergarten. He also cited two more 
statistics: Members of the class will be attending 83 different colleges 
in 23 different states.
Citing from the article “Lessons You Won’t Learn in School” by Jen 
Pincott, Mr. Capasso urged students to understand that “not everything 
that happens to you is about you,” to “worry less about what others think 
of you,” to “remain open to new information or revised thinking,” and to 
“tolerate ambiguity.”
Graduate Celine Ilioiu-Brad, moving much of the audience to tears, 
performed a song she wrote about the bittersweet lessons of growing 
up, titled “The Last Dance.”
Just before the graduates were conferred with their degrees, Mancinelli 
performed a rousing rendition of Hamilton’s signature number, “My 
Shot,” with the lyrics rewritten about the Class of 2018. 

CHHS
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Brian Loges, the 
newest member of 
the Croton-Harmon 
Board of Education, is 
the owner of Yellow 
Lab Contracting, a 
firm that does small 
and medium sized 
renovation work in 

the Croton and Cortlandt areas. His company 
is named after the family’s yellow lab dog, of 
course.

Mr. Loges and his family have lived in Croton  
for the past seven years, after moving to 
the community from Brooklyn. He is a 
native of Maryland and graduated from 
Boston University. He worked as a database 
programmer and project manager in the 
financial industry until about five years ago, 
when he decided to open his own business in 

Croton after training for two years with other 
local contractors.

Mr. Loges and his wife, Samantha Glatzer, 
who serves on the Croton Harmon Education 
Foundation Board, have three girls in the 
Croton Schools—sixth grader Hannah, fifth-
grader Sarah, and kindergartener Abigail.

Mr. Loges was elected to the Board of 
Education as part of a write-in campaign that 
gathered steam on social media after it was 
discovered that a previous candidate had not 
lived in the school district long enough to 
serve on the Board.

“On the day of the election,” said Mr. Loges, 
“a number of people on social media were 
saying this is a big deal. My wife approached 
me and asked if I would be interested in being 
a write-in candidate and I said yes, I think it’s 
important enough to try.”

“I can probably bring a perspective to the 
Board that is hopefully a little different,” he 
said. “I’m good at listening and processing, and 
I think I can contribute as a Board member.”

Mr. Loges says that he and Samantha 
love Croton. “When we moved here, we 
immediately felt welcome. It’s a community 
with so many things I like.”

He also noted that Croton’s families 
and students care about issues like the 
environment, politics and others in need. 

“The students take on these issues themselves, 
and it’s admirable,” he said, noting that one of 
his daughters was a member of the CET Kids 
of Character Club. “They would write letters 
to people in nursing homes and the military,” 
he said, “and she was a fourth-grader.”

The Pierre Van Cortlandt Middle School has announced that beginning with its incoming 
fifth graders in September, it will launch a 1:1 Chromebook program that will serve students 
throughout their four years at the school.

The program essentially means that all students at PVC, beginning with the incoming class,  
will have an assigned Chromebook laptop that will belong to them during their PVC 
experience. Chromebooks will provide students with full access to anywhere and anytime 
technology as they need it and while in school. Students will not be permitted to bring the 
devices home with them, but they will have that device as their own throughout their time at 
PVC. 

 “We look forward to supporting our students’ learning with this 1:1 program,” said 
Deborah August, Croton-Harmon’s Director of Technology. “Offering this program helps 
to build both teacher and student technology skill levels, support our learning goals and 
help bridge the digital divide to help all students use technology in a meaningful way to be 
successful in their secondary and post-secondary education.”

According to EdWeek, a 2016 study by professors at Michigan State University concluded 
that 1:1 laptop programs like the one PVC will introduce had a statistically significant 
positive impact on student test scores in English Language Arts, writing, math and 
science. Other studies have shown evidence of positive benefits including increased student 
technology use, more student-centered and project-based instruction, and greater student 
engagement.

All of PVC’s Chromebooks will be housed in student homerooms and charged nightly. 
Throughout the day, students will have full responsibility for their Chromebooks.  
When they go to lunch or to specials classes, they will be responsible for storing their 
Chromebooks charging.  

According to Ms. August, all incoming fifth-graders will participate in a week-long 
Chromebook orientation program, when they will learn advanced functions of their 
Chromebooks, how to care for them, proper use and storage, along with important issues of 
privacy, digital citizenship and good netiquette.

Incoming PVC Principal Michael Plotkin said the school is excited about the program.  
“Effective technology integration offers students opportunities to be more actively engaged 
in the learning and set their sights on aspirations beyond the walls of the classroom,” 
he said. “We appreciate the work done by Ms. August and the District’s support of this 
endeavor.”

Laurel Cardellichio Receives 
Fulbright Award  continued from page 1

Since its establishment in 1946 under 
legislation introduced by the late U.S. 
Senator J. William Fulbright of Arkansas, 
the Fulbright Program has given more than 
370,000 students, scholars, teachers, artists, 
and scientists the opportunity to study, teach 
and conduct research, exchange ideas, and 
contribute to finding solutions to shared 
international concerns.

Fulbrighters address critical global challenges—
from sustainable energy and climate change 
to public health and food security—in all 
areas, while building relationships, knowledge, 
and leadership in support of the long-term 
interests of the U.S. and the world. Fulbright 
alumni have achieved distinction in many 
fields, including 57 who have been awarded 
the Nobel Prize, 82 who have received Pulitzer 
Prizes, and 37 who have served as a head of 
state or government.

Ms. Cardellichio sees her Fulbright 
Scholarship as an opportunity to help her 
current and future students at Croton Harmon 
High School learn and succeed. 

“I have hoped to have my students and 
students of my host country exchange thoughts 
and ideas around global environmental issues 
and this experience will enable this to happen,” 
Ms. Cardellichio says. “I am appreciative of 
the professional development I’ve received 
from the Croton Harmon School District with 
regard to culturally responsive teaching and 
next-generation science standards.”

facebook.com/crotonschools/
twitter.com/CHUFSD

instagram.com/crotonschools/
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Croton-Harmon 
Wins National 
Communications 
Award 

Congratulations to 
Gregory Cavalieri, 
Croton-Harmon School 
District’s Technology/
Communications 
Specialist, for winning an 
award from the National 
School Public Relations 

Association (NSPRA) for a video he 
produced.

Mr. Cavalieri, who has been with Croton-
Harmon for seven years and is a 2007 alum, 
won an honorable mention award for the 
video called the “CHUSD Board Trustee 
Video,” an explanation of how the Board 
of Education works and the role of Board 
trustees.

This is Mr. Cavelieri’s third NSPRA award. 
In 2017, he was recognized with another 
video award for his capital bond referendum 
video, and in 2017 he was part of the 
District team that won NSPRA’s Golden 
Achievement Award for the Connect with 
Croton campaign and the development of 
the CHUFSD school district mobile app, 
which is available in the Apple and Google 
Play app stores.

NSPRA’s Publications and Digital Media 
Awards recognize outstanding education 
publications and marketing/informational 
materials (print and electronic), video/TV/
radio programs, social media and websites.

NSPRA, recognized as the Leader in School 
Communication, has honored the best work 
in school communication for more than 50 
years. 

Retirees Honored 
The Board of Education paid tribute in June to its retirees and volunteers in a reception 
in their honor. Both groups received plaques and certificates, and speeches thanking them 
for their service. 

Congratulations to this year’s retirees: teaching assistant Mary Ann Bernfeld, 
longtime PVC teacher Maureen Dillon, PVC Principal Barbara Ulm, and of course, 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Edward R. Fuhrman Jr. 

Books in the names of Dr. Ulm and Dr. Fuhrman were contributed to the school libraries 
as well. Volunteers representing the PTAs and the Croton-Harmon Lunch Committee 
were also recognized at the same meeting for their hard work throughout the school year.

Retirees Barbara Ulm and Dr. Edward Fuhrman, to her right, were recognized by the Board of Education.

Retiring PVC teacher Maureen Dillon. Retiring teaching assistant Mary 
Ann Bernfeld, right.


